BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2026
At Boxworth Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
22
John Witherow opened the meeting by welcoming our Councillors Peter Sandford and Chris Poulton and Revd. Geoff Dodgson.
John reminded the meeting that if anyone wants to comment on any of the issues, they are very welcome but they must declare if they have an interest.
1.
Apologies
Revd. Matt Phillips, Vanessa and Johnny Fairhead, Carole Byers, Ali and Simon Marchant, Martin Jenkins, Warren East, Helen and Philip Rainey and Denise Warren.
2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th October 2025 had been circulated.  They were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
3.
Matters Arising

Solar Farm – Amanda East declared an interest. One of the fields for this development is owned by the Easts. Amanda reported that the project is still slowly progressing. A new pylon has been constructed, and an access road is being worked on. The project is waiting for a grid connection date to be confirmed.

Village Hall license - The Village Hall committee were reminded that the consultation on this issue has not occurred. This will be done in the next few weeks.
4.
Election of Officers

As there were no other nominations the committee was re-elected with Chair - John Witherow, proposed Amanda East, seconded Matthew Lester / unanimous; Vice Chair there were no nominations for this post, so it remains empty. RFO – Nick Byers, proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Nick Turton / majority for and 2 against; Clerk – Amanda East, proposed Sara Mansey, seconded Martin Everett / majority for and 2 against; Internal Auditor – Chris O’Connor, proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Martin Everett / unanimous; Health and Safety Officer – Matthew Lester, proposed Sara Mansey, seconded Ed King / unanimous. 
John W thanked all the officers including Philip Rainey who is no longer able to stand as Vice-Chair as he has become a judge. John encouraged others to think about stepping up to this role and indeed any of the other roles. Please contact John or Amanda for further information.

Maria and Mitch Goldberg wanted to record a vote of no confidence in the RFO as for personal reasons they are not allowed to ask him questions. They also wanted to record a vote of no confidence in the Clerk as she holds many roles in the village, and they assume has conflicts of interest with all the large developments that are proposed in the Parish and has no interest in activities that benefit the village. Janet King pointed out that there are many activities taking place in the village e.g. Coffee Mornings, Afternoon Tea and Plant swap, Bonfire Party, Quiz Night etc. Amanda reiterated that she and Warren do not own any of the land earmarked for the Large Distribution Centres. They own one field for the Solar Farm development and she declares an interest.
5.
Planning Report
Nick Turton reported that planning applications for 4 Logistics sites are expected by the end of the year. The 4 sites are:

Slate Hall Farm (C25) – A14 Junction 25 (Bar Hill) included in the Draft Local Plan

Noon Folly Farm (Tritax Big Box) – A14 Junction 25 (Bar Hill) Not in the Local Plan. They have reduced their proposal and claim they have a tenant for 1 building.

Jaynic – A14 Junction 24 (Boxworth) behind and to the side of the Cambridge Services with access onto the Boxworth Road. (being pushed to consider access off slip road) It is included in the Draft Local Plan. Smallest site at 60 acres. They have only just started their pre-application so full application expected late 2026.

Newlands (Newlands Park Cambridge) – A14 Junction 24 (Boxworth) 220-acre site on west side of the Boxworth Road. They have increased the development size to 160,000m2 of storage. The building height has reduced to 21m, and the access has changed to be onto the top flyover roundabout.

Newlands have just been granted planning permission for a similar logistics development at Hinchingbrooke.

An A14 Logistics Forum has been set up by Boxworth that includes representatives and Councillors from all the villages that will be affected by these developments. The group put in a submission to the Draft Local Plan and will continue to react and comment on the other developments in the area. 

Cambourne North conversations continue with the planners. Traffic issues are of particular concern – the planners are listening.

The Government is consulting on a Greater Cambridgeshire Development Corporation. The Parish is broadly supportive as they will be able to look at all the developments in the round. There are caveats as there needs to be better local elected representation.

There are no other planning matters.

Peter Sandford reported that the District Council strongly opposes the Development Corporation as it is an undemocratic body. Community Infrastructure Levies (CILS) are being considered as an extra tax on large developments. The exact sums are to be agreed but it is likely that 85% will go to the Council for infrastructure projects and 15% to local projects. A question was asked as to whether there had been any focus on the 9 ancient woodlands in the village.

Nick T was thanked for the enormous amount of work that is putting into the forum and other consultations. John also thanked the others on the committee and is hoping for some success! 

6.
Approval of Governance Statement 

The RFO explained the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) that must be completed each year, and which comprises 4 elements:

· Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement (this agenda item).

· Section 2 – Accounting Statements (see next agenda item below).

· Annual Internal Audit Report – which has been undertaken and signed off by Chris O’Connor.

· Certificate of Exemption – which we must send to the external auditor before the end of June 2026. Because we have a turnover of <£25k, this certificate exempts us from having our accounts externally audited, unless the external auditor decides that they really want to.

Section 1 of the AGAR is our declaration as a Parish Meeting that we have in place a sound system of internal control of our finances. It lists 9 assertions that are considered to indicate whether that is the case.

As in previous years, we believe that we can demonstrate good compliance against each of these assertions, so we’ve responded ‘yes’ to each one.

The RFO therefore proposed that the meeting approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26. Seconded Matthew Lester / unanimously approved.

7.
Financial Matters

7.1 Adoption of Accounts for 2025/26

The objective of this agenda item was to seek the meeting’s approval of Section 2 of the AGAR: Accounting Statements.

The RFO started by presenting the Boxworth Parish Accounts for 2025/26 summarising the income and expenditure for the last financial year, alongside figures for the 2 previous years for comparison:

· Opening balance: £12,832.

· Income: Normal precept amount (£2500), income from hiring out the village hall (£4,551, down ~25% on previous year), positive net income from events organised by the village hall committee, plus some interest earned on our deposit account.

· Parish Expenditure: consistent with previous years, increased donations to Elsworth School PTA and Boxworth PCC of £300 each, £360 for maintenance of the boxworthparish.gov.uk domain name, website, and committee email addresses.

· Village Hall Expenditure: 3 notable expenditure items were £2,235 for internal redecoration of the hall, £1,695 for remaking the path to the front door, and £1,558 for disconnecting the electricity supply to the telephone box. In October 2025, the electricity provider (SSE) increased their monthly charge for this unmetered supply from £10-15/month to >£90/month, which was not sustainable just to power the light inside the telephone box. The plan is to replace with a rechargeable, battery operated light.

· Closing balance: £9,272.

The RFO then presented AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements which summarises the opening balance for the year 2025/26, precept amount and other receipts, total payments, and closing balance.

Finally, it was proposed that the meeting should adopt the accounts for 2025/26 and approve the AGAR Certificate of Exemption. Proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Nick Turton / unanimously approved.

A copy of the fully signed AGAR will be displayed on the new website and the parish noticeboard in due course.


7.2 Forecast Financial Position

The RFO presented the Boxworth Parish Budget for 2026/27 which shows the forecast financial position for the year to 31 March 2027, based on assumptions about income and expenditure over the next 12 months.

Key items highlighted were:

· Hall hire income will be boosted by increasing the hire charge by £5 for occasional bookings. Regular bookers will continue to pay the current hire charge.

· Inflationary increases have been allowed in the budget for usual costs.

· Need to address the charges for village hall water and sewerage which are now costing >£60-month total. Propose to install water meter so we only pay for the water and sewerage that we actually use.

· £2000 budgeted for hall works, to include electrical testing, external redecoration of the village hall, and repairs to some windows.

The planned budget will result in a shortfall of £766, leaving a closing balance of £8506 at the end of the financial year.


7.3 Expenditure Authorisation up to October 2026
The proposed budget described above is a 12-month plan, which will be reviewed and updated as necessary in October at the next Parish Meeting.

The RFO proposed that the meeting approves the Parish Budget for 2026/27, seconded Sara Mansey / unanimously approved.

The RFO also advised that at the next Parish Meeting in October 2026 we will need to agree the precept amount for 2027/28, as this has to be applied for in January 2027. The current suggestion is that this will need to be increased from the current £2,500 to £3,500-£4,000.

8.
Village Hall Committee 
Nick Turton thanked the committee for a good year and particularly thanked Helen Rainey who is stepping down after many years on the committee. He asked for the committee of himself as Chair, Janet King, Matthew Lester, Maxine Lester, Amanda East, Jo Anslow and Robert Witherow to be re-elected. Proposed Nick Turton, seconded Nick Byers/ unanimous. If anyone is interested in joining the committee, please contact Nick T. 
2 events have taken place since the last meeting. The Bonfire Party was a great success and massive thanks to Dougal and his ‘firework team’. Quiz night was also greatly enjoyed with big thanks to Mel Emery and Stephen Pink. Stephen is an unsung hero, setting the quiz questions for many years. He is happy to continue but if anyone would like to give Stephen a break please contact Nick Turton. Other events planned are 16th May Afternoon Tea and Plant Exchange, 1st November Bonfire Party and 21st November Quiz Night. All details can be found on the Village Hall website https://boxworthvillagehall.co.uk
The Hall is heavily reliant on Mojo which is providing 80% of the annual income. Maintenance costs are going up which is a reason for considering an increase in the precept. 

William Hellyer was thanked for keeping the Village Hall grounds looking so good.

The Village Hall committee were asked to investigate increasing the parking around the Hall.

John W thanked Nick and his committee for all their good works.
9.
Church Report
Revd. Geoff Dodgson reported that Megan Dry’s funeral took place recently. She had lived in the village for 60 years and was the last Dry in the village. The family thanked the village for all its support. The Church is always there for the special times of life.
Many thanks to all those who contributed to the repair of the Church and particular thanks to Chris O’Connor who secured significant grant funding and managed the project.

There will be a Pet Service on 14th June hopefully held outside!

Although Revd. Matt Philips has only been in post for 7 months, he has done amazing things, connecting with 200 extra families by with working in the Parish Schools and setting up Messy Church which runs in one of the Team churches every week. 

Geoff reminded everyone that in hot weather the Church is cool and always open!

John W thanked Geoff for all his work in the village and particularly for his pastoral care.
10.
Elsworth School Report
Alan Mansey reported that the school is doing well. It is getting ready for an inspection that is expected sometime next year. Alan is standing down as Governor after 4 years and Rob Witherow is in the process of becoming a Governor.
John thanked Alan on behalf of the village.
11.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Chris Howlett reported that there was no crime reported since the last meeting. Online fraud continues to be a significant form of crime. He encouraged everyone to sign up on ourwatch.org.uk to get regular advice and updates on how to keep safe from these crimes. John W thanked Chris for continuing as our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
12. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that the path had been repaired, the wheelie bins store fixed, the filing cabinets sorted, the entrance lobby tidied up, the ECIH done and the PAT testing done. He thanked all the volunteers that have helped over the year.

Matthew wanted it recorded that both Nick Byers and Amanda East act with the highest integrity.

John thanked Matthew for looking after the Village Health and Safety issues.
13.
County Councillor’s report

Chris Poulton reported that Highway condition is a significant issue. Potholes are a serious problem across the County due to the poor weather conditions. There are 30 crews fixing potholes up from 12 crews. There is a backlog in the County of £800M which includes rebuilding some fenland roads that are built on peat. The County has a total budget of £1000M (£1B) with only £80M budgeted for roads. Chris explained the different types of pothole repairs and he encourage everyone to continue to report potholes on the Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) website https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/top-tasks/report 
There are special schools in Gamlingay and March with 270 SEND places. The demand for places has increased by 71% in 5 years.

Our county is seriously nature depleted. There is support available for Parishes to look at Nature Recovery Plans. 

Chris was thanked for his work on behalf of Boxworth.

14.
District Councillors’ report

Peter Sandford and Chris Poulton’s monthly reports are circulated via the village email, and they are posted on the Boxworth Parish website.

Peter reported that Waste Services will phase in more electrical bin lorries, but some diesel ones will remain for the longer rounds. 
The East West Rail 4th non-statutory consultation opened on 14th April until 9th June 2026. A Cambridge East Station, near Cambridge Airport, is now being discussed.
Food bins and caddies will be distributed towards the end of May with collections starting in June. Details to follow!

John thanked Peter for all his help and for his regular report.
15.
Any Other Business


Chicken Farm – Update requested. No change, it is in the hands of the solicitors.

Layby on left of Boxworth Road – Very unpleasant human waste found on litter pick. This should be reported on the CCC website given above.


Trenches in fields – These are preparatory works for the Grafham Water pipeline.


Dog bins – extra bins must be bought by the village and emptying paid for by the village.



Coffee Mornings – Many thanks to Janet King and her team for these excellent mornings


Village Pub – opening around the end of May


Fenstanton Bowls Club – Open days 3rd and 4th May do come and have a go and join about 10 others from Boxworth who regularly play.

16.
Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 15th October 2026 at 7.30pm in Boxworth Village Hall.

Judith Witherow was thanked for providing refreshments. 

John also thanked everyone that helps in the village.
