Croxton to Toft Enhanced LRG – Meeting 1 Summary
Date of Meeting: 2 June 2025
Type: In-person
1. Introductions and Housekeeping
The meeting was opened by the Senior Stakeholder Manager, who welcomed attendees and explained the agenda.
Although only certain parishes are statutory consultees, EWR Co is treating ward councillors as such to enhance communication.
Attendees introduced themselves by parish, ward, or role.
2. Review of Previous Actions
One action from the prior meeting was reviewed and confirmed completed.
3. Project Updates
Universal Theme Park
EWR Co is engaging with Universal to understand potential impacts on Bedford and EWR services.
Exact location and implications for EWR remain under discussion.
Chiltern Railways
Chiltern Railways has been announced as the initial EWR operator, with services expected to begin later in 2025.
Ground Investigations (GI)
Phase 1 GI works began in February 2025, initially expected to last 4–5 months.
Delays due to land access issues may extend this timeline.
Signs and communication about GI works will continue, though access constraints make precise scheduling difficult.
Section 172 powers exist for land access but are avoided where possible.
Surveys
Surveys, including environmental and archaeological work, are part of the DCO process.
Air quality, noise, and vibration monitoring locations are to be confirmed.
Notably, a Bronze Age barrow was identified near Haslingfield.
4. Consultation and Planning Timeline
	Stage
	Estimated Date

	Non-Statutory Consultation (NSC)
	Completed in May 2024

	NSC Summary Report Publication
	16 May 2025

	Statutory Consultation Begins
	Mid-2026

	Statutory Consultation Ends
	Late 2026

	DCO Application Submission
	Mid-2027

	Potential Start of Construction
	2029–2030


The “You Said, We Did” (YSWD) report will accompany the Statutory Consultation in 2026.
Attendees requested that future consultations avoid holiday periods (especially Christmas).
5. Emerging Themes and Accessibility
Feedback highlighted growth opportunities, need for community benefit, and accessibility to jobs and stations.
Concerns were raised about:
- Poor access to the proposed station at Caldecote
- Lack of bus services
- Need for cycle routes and footpaths
EWR Co is categorising active travel options from A to D based on usefulness and integration.
6. Local Representative Group (LRG) Structure
All parishes/wards within the red line boundary are in “Enhanced LRGs”; others are in “Community LRGs”.
Attendees raised concerns about seemingly arbitrary group boundaries (e.g., Toft vs. Comberton).
Proposals were made to merge adjacent groups for more coherent engagement.
7. Cambourne Station and Route Design
Chapel Hill Tunnel
A mined tunnel is now the preferred option over cut-and-cover, pending further assessment.
Cambourne Station may move approx. 0.5km west.
Environmental concerns are influencing limits on expanded parking.
Land Access and Impact
EWR Co continues to inform landowners about access requirements.
Concerns were raised about house sales falling through due to uncertainty.
The red line boundary is expected to shrink as designs are refined.
8. Community Fund and Further Engagement
A community fund is under development, with a focus on social value. It may launch later in 2025 and be managed separately.
Active travel infrastructure is part of project design and separate from this fund.
Further engagement, including topic-specific discussions (e.g., environment), is expected before the statutory consultation.
9. Next LRG Meeting
The next round of LRG meetings is scheduled for late September 2025.
10. Summary of Actions
- EWR Co to confirm locations of air quality, noise, and vibration monitoring.
- Local reps to confirm whether to merge Croxton to Toft LRG with Comberton to Haslingfield LRG.
- EWR Co to summarise potential design changes for Croxton to Toft following discussions with local authorities.
- EWR Co to confirm the location of construction compounds, including on Caldecote Road.
