BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

held on Tuesday 14th October 2025
At Boxworth Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
32
John Witherow opened the meeting by welcoming our Councillors Peter Sandford and Chris Poulton. He also welcomed our vicars Revd. Matt Phillips and Revd. Geoff Dodgson.
John reminded the meeting that everyone is welcome to speak but they should declare if they have any interest in the topic being discussed.

1.
Apologies
Elaine McKerrecher, Carole Byers, Vanessa Fairhead, Maxine Lester and Clive Baker.
2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting held on the 15th April 2025 had been circulated. They were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
3.
Matters Arising

Solar Farm – Amanda East declared that she and Warren own one of the fields in this scheme. She reported that there is slow progress, but a new pylon is being constructed with further construction planned for 2026. She confirmed that a Community Fund will be set up for the benefit of Boxworth, Childerley and Lolworth. This will be administered by a third party and will be completely independent of the landowners.

East West Rail – There are minor adjustments to the location of the Cambourne North station. The route hasn’t received approval yet. Timescales are slipping but the final consultation will take place in 2026. 
4.
Planning Report including Newlands and other proposals
Nick Turton reported that there is a great deal going on. 
South Cambs is working on a new Local Plan which will be out for consultation on 1st December 2025 for 2 months. This document will outline provision for: approx. 3,500 homes at Bourn Airfield, 11,000 homes at Cambourne North (Cambourne is currently has 11,000 homes). Other housing planned nearby in Huntingdonshire is 3,500 homes at Lattenbury near Godmanchester. The Local Plan will also include significant provision for both general industrial (B2) and Storage and Distribution(B8) activity. 4 schemes are at the pre-application stage – 2 at the Cambridge Services junction of the A14, Newlands 220 acres and Jaynic 60 acres and 2 at the Bar Hill junction of the A14 both around 200 acres. It is likely that 2 schemes will be in the Local Plan.
A small Boxworth group are gathering intelligence and data on traffic, water, sewage and other significant issues related to these schemes. Nick is setting up a forum of local parishes to work together on these issues.
Water provision is a major problem for all these housing and warehousing proposals. The plan is to build a new pipeline from Grafham Water across to Bourn/Cambourne and to build a new reservoir in the fens (expected completion 2036)

Concerns were expressed in the meeting that the Cambridge Services are bringing increased crime to the area.

The meeting thanked Nick and his committee for all their work.

5.
Village Hall Committee Report
Nick Turton reported that all is going well with the Village Hall. The next events will be the Bonfire Party and Quiz Night. Maria Goldberg questioned the licensing hours for the Village Hall and asked for them to be reviewed. No complaints have been received about late night nuisance and the Village Hall Committee is always careful to understand the nature of any hall booking to prevent any anti-social behaviour or difficult situation. The hall committee will consult with the households nearest to the hall to ascertain if there is an issue.
John W thanked Nick and his committee for everything they do for the village.

6.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Chris Howlett reported that he was not aware of any crimes within the village in the last 6 months.
John thanked Chris for all his work as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
 
7.
Health & Safety Report
Matthew Lester reported that he carries out a review every 6 months. There are some small maintenance jobs to be done. These are in hand. Many thanks to Matthew for doing this work.
8.
Finance
The RFO, Nick Byers, presented the interim finance report, summarising the financial position to the end of September 2025, halfway through the current financial year. This shows that we are currently on track to end the year with a shortfall of £4,836, compared to a budgeted shortfall of £4,530, resulting in a forecasted closing balance for the year of £7,996.
Key points are as follows:

· The precept of £2,500 is the main source of income for the parish finances. In addition to the usual payments and donations, a provision of £600 is being maintained (for the 3rd year running) for contributing towards the cost of a second Speed Indication Device for the village. If no invoice is forthcoming from the County Council, this provision will not be carried forward into next year.

· Hiring fees are the main source of income for the village hall finances, and we are currently on track to achieve the budgeted income of £5,000. The significant cost incurred to date was £2,235 for re-decoration of the village hall. Provision of £3,000 to purchase new chairs has yet to be spent.

The RFO also presented a preliminary budget for 2026/27 which shows that if the precept is maintained at £2,500, village hall income remains at £5,000, and a budget of £2,000 is provisioned for as-yet unspecified hall works/purchases, we would end the year with a small surplus of £280 and closing balance of £8,276.

The meeting voted to maintain the precept for 2026/27 at £2,500. Proposed by Matthew Lester and seconded by Denise Warren.

Post-meeting note: the external auditor has notified that the Annual Governance and Accountability Report Certificate of Exemption for 2024/25 has been accepted.

John W thanked Nick B for looking after the village finances.

9.
Church Report
Revd. Matt Phillips introduced himself to the meeting. He has been in post as the Papworth Team Rector for six weeks. He will soon be recruiting a team vicar to join him in looking after the 15 parishes in the Team. Boxworth has 3 services per month plus special events. This year the Carol Service will take place on Sunday 14th December at 6.30pm. Chris O’Connor and Simon Marchant are the Churchwardens, please talk to them to find out what is going on in the parish church and  if you would like to receive the weekly Team Newsletter. In the New Year, Messy Church for children will be starting on the last Sunday of the month in Elsworth Church – all are welcome. The church repairs are progressing well with many thanks to the PCC and the village for their contributions. John W thanked Matt and Geoff for all their work in the village.
10.
School Report
Alan Mansey reported that Elsworth Primary School is in good health and attracting many pupils from outside the catchment area. The Diocese has recently provided funding for the school boilers to be replaced. John W thanked Alan for his work with the school.

11.
County Councillor’s report

Cllr Chris Poulton reported that local government is being reorganised to form a single authority. The proposals will be submitted to the Government in November, but it is likely that South Cambs will combine with Cambridge and possibly with East Cambs and Huntingdonshire. The County Council has published the results of a quality-of-life survey that indicated that the main concerns in the area are cost of living, jobs and infrastructure. The Anglian Water waste treatment plant is no longer moving because the government funding has been withdrawn. There is a new asset management system for Highways so we should see an improvement in our roads! Nigel Smith is the new Highways Officer.
JohnW thanked Chris for his help and support.

12.
District Councillors’ report

Peter Sandford’s monthly reports are circulated via the village email. Peter reported that Marshalls are no longer moving to Cranfield, so the airport site is now not available for housing which was going to provide approximately 10,000 new homes. The Council’s 4-day week was trialed for 2 years and now has been made permanent. Taxi low or zero emission requirements have been delayed until 2030. Postal votes will be expiring at the end of January so everyone that wants/needs one will need to reapply. South Cambs are again offering 6 free trees that can be planted on any public land.

John W thanked Peter for all his help and support and for his very informative monthly reports.

13.
Any Other Business



Maria Goldberg is licensed in security and health and safety. She has lived experience of these types of issues  and is offering her services for free to anyone seeking help. She pointed out that she is not an officer of the Village Meeting. Please contact the Chair for Maria’s contact details.

The role of Village Meeting Vice-Chair is likely to become available so if anyone is interested, please contact John W.

15.
Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 7.30pm in Boxworth Village Hall. 

All the officers and people who help in the village were thanked so too was Judith Witherow for providing refreshments.
