BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 29th June 2021
At St Peter’s Church Boxworth commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
36
John Witherow opened the meeting by announcing that the village should be proud of everyone’s efforts to pull together and help each other during the pandemic. He then welcomed our Councillor Nick Wright and guests Gareth Hawkins, Statkraft UK Development Manager and Donna Clarke, Development Consultant. 

1.
Apologies
Vanessa Fairhead, Geoff Dodgson, Mark Howell, Mitch and Maria Goldberg.
2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.
These had been circulated and were unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
3.
Matters Arising

Dog bins – these have been installed

Speed camera grant – this was rejected but will be applied for again.


Road Watch – the SID is repositioned every month.

4.
Election of Officers

John W informed the meeting that a complaint had been made against himself as Parish Chair, Roger Morley as Chair of Boxworth Planning Committee and Amanda East as Parish Clerk. Mike Barnard followed the complaints procedure to investigate the complaint but it was subsequently withdrawn. 
Ed King proposed a vote of thanks to those who volunteer to deliver the prescriptions from the surgery.
Maria Goldberg proposed Mike Barnard for Chair but he declined to stand. As no one else wanted to stand the committee was re-elected with Chair - John Witherow, proposed Harvey Binnie, seconded Matthew Lester / majority for, one against; Vice Chair and RFO – Mike Barnard, proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Sara Mansey / unanimous; Clerk – Amanda East, proposed Martin Everett, seconded Alison Baker / majority for, one against; Internal Auditor – Chris O’Connor, proposed Mike Barnard, seconded Martin Everett / unanimous; Health and Safety Officer – Matthew Lester, proposed Mike Barnard, seconded Val Binnie / unanimous.

5.
Solar Farm

Gareth Hawkins gave a presentation outlining the proposed Stargoose 50 MW solar and 50 MW battery scheme between Boxworth and Childerley. The site is smaller than the proposed 2015 scheme due to more efficient solar panels. All construction traffic will go through Childerley. There will be biodiversity enhancements including new woodland, meadow grassland, Finch and Corn Bunting Margins, Skylark plots, bird boxes and hedgehog boxes. The site has been chosen for the good grid capacity and suitable grid connection; it is not the best quality land; it is 4% of the Childerley Farm and it fits the Ofgem local green generation agenda. There will be a community fund set up and administered by a 3rd party. A pack of documents will be sent to the Clerk for anyone to see. 
The meeting discussed the pros and cons of the scheme and it was decided that it would be useful for the planning committee to get a feel for the village opinion. A vote was taken with 18 for the scheme, 4 against and 6 abstentions. John thanked Gareth and Donna for taking the time to talk to the meeting.
6.
A14 Update

No one from the A14 team is allowed to attend meetings due to Covid but John had received an update from David Stevenson. Some of the compound area is being reinstated to agricultural land but not all. The fence around the borrow pit land will remain until the land is sold. The road between the services and the borrow pit entrance will be rebuilt this year. Please, everyone report potholes on the Cambridgeshire Council reporting site https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworks-and-faults
7.
East West Rail
Nick Wright reported that there had been a non-statutory consultation and there is about to be a statutory consultation on this project. There is a possibility of a station being sited North of Cambourne in the parish of Knapwell. Where there is a station there will be significant development as the rail is to be funded by housing development around the stations, suggesting several thousand new houses around North Cambourne. Knapwell and Elsworth are very concerned. Mike Barnard is liaising with these parishes.
8.
Cycle Path

Mike Barnard reported that this has been planned since 2017. A feasibility study has been done and we were one of 11 schemes but were not granted the funds as we were deemed not to be ready – very disappointing! A second tranche of money is promised so Mike is working on securing this.
9.
Planning

Roger Morley reported an application for an extension at Lavender Cottage had been approved. The Chicken Farm executors have died so now relatives of the owner are being sought in China. The Planning Committee members are: Roger Morley – Chair, Sarah Cooke, Martin Everett, Denise Warren, John Witherow, Mike Barnard, Jonathan Clapp, Harvey Binnie and Fiona Glickman. All areas of the village have a representative on the committee but there is always space for others. John thanked Roger and his committee for all their work.
10.
Village Hall Committee
Ann Pinkney reported that the Village Hall is Covid secure and available for hire. She thanked Donna Andrews for cleaning the hall and William Hellyer for keeping the garden tidy. The committee members are: Ann Pinkney – Chair, Donna Glover – Secretary, Katherine Mills – Treasurer and Booking Clerk, Matthew Lester, Janet King, Helen Rainey, Helena Srouji and Amanda East. Various events are planned including a village Cream Tea on 18th September, Bonfire 7th November, Quiz Night 12th November and next year a Jubilee street party. The committee is looking into securing a defibrillator as a tribute to Bernie Haywood. Details will be brought to the next meeting. Planned extra expenditure is a new shed - £725, fireworks - £1200 and a gazebo - approx. £300.
John W thanked Ann and her committee for looking after a very valuable village asset.
11.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Chris Howlett reported that the last 6 months had been fairly quiet with attempted break-ins at the Chicken Farm and other farm buildings. Chris emails security information to everyone on the Neighbourhood Watch email list. Most of the communication is about Cyber security with 40% of crime being cyber crime. John W thanked Chris all his work as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
12. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that an asbestos survey had been carried out and the very small amount found had been safely removed. The Village Hall path is planned to be repaired, the 5-year electrical test is about to be done and the shed will be replaced. A few other minor issues were spotted and have been rectified. John thanked Matthew for his help.
13.  
Approval of Governance Statement (19/20 and 20/21)
The RFO read out the governance statements for the accounting years 19/20 and 20/21 and proposed that the meeting adopted both statements. This was seconded by Matthew Lester and agreed unanimously by the meeting.
14.  
Financial Matters

14.1 
Adoption of Accounts for 2019/20

The RFO proposed the accounts for 2019/20. These showed a surplus of £111 in line with forecast. There were no unusual items. The Parish has claimed exemption from an external audit, as both income and expenditure are less than £25,000. Chris O’Connor has audited the accounts internally. Matthew Lester seconded the adoption of the accounts and these were unanimously agreed by the meeting.

14.2 
Adoption of the Accounts for 2020/21

The RFO proposed the accounts for 2020/21. These showed a surplus of £9212 largely due to the receipt of a £10,000 Covid grant from SCDC. Income from Village Hall events was down by almost 90% due to Covid closures. There was also an expenditure of around £700 for an asbestos survey and removal. The Parish has claimed exemption from an external audit, as both income and expenditure are less than £25,000. Chris O’Connor has audited the accounts internally. Matthew Lester seconded the adoption of the accounts and these were unanimously agreed by the meeting.

14.3
Forecast Financial Position

The RFO explained that at March 2021 the parish had reserves of £14,420. Given that the parish has no major projects this is high. 

14.4
Expenditure Authorisation up to October 2021

The RFO read out a list of expenditure that would be incurred by October 2021 totalling £3431. In addition additional works were agreed at the meeting totalling £3450 leading to a total projected expenditure of £6881
15.
County Councillor’s report

Mandy Smith was not at the meeting so there was no report.
16.
District Councillors’ report

Nick Wright thanked everyone in the village that had volunteered to help out during Covid. It was wonderful how the village had pulled together. Nick confirmed that the planning conditions state that the land left over from the A14 works should go back to agricultural land. He commented that the County Council is responsible for repairing potholes and also that Boxworth Parish will be moving over to the St Neots constituency. John W thanked Nick W and Mark Howell for all their efforts on our behalf.
17.
Any Other Business

John W thanked Amanda E for all her work as Clerk and Amanda thanked John for all his hard work and particularly for his patience and professionalism in dealing with many challenging emails.

18. 
Date of Next Meeting
19th October 2021
