BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 19th October 2021
At the Village Hall Boxworth commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
23
John Witherow opened the meeting and welcomed our Councillors Nick Wright and Mandy Smith
1.
Apologies
Mark Howell, Ann Pinkney, Sarah Cook, Warren East, Matthew and Maxine Lester
2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.
These had been circulated and were unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
3.
Matters Arising

Solar Farm – Mike Barnard reported that this has been delayed and no date for a decision has been set.

Road Watch – John Witherow reported that the SID is repositioned every month and we are hoping to get another one.
4.
A14 Update including the state of the village roads

John W reported that there had been little progress since the last meeting. Rubbish is being cleared off the compounds. Tree and hedge planting is still to be done in January. The borrow pit and reinstatement of the Boxworth Road will take place in spring. The fence will stay in place until the land is sold. The meeting was concerned about the reinstatement of the hedges and the poor state of the village road and drains. Mandy Smith will discuss these issues with the County Council.
5.
East West Rail
Mike B reported that Elsworth are asking us to join them in objecting to the scheme. A railway station is planned for either South or North Cambourne. North is the preferred site with a proposal for up to 10,000 additional houses – potentially a big issue for the village. There will be a consultation in 2022. The meeting agreed that Mike B should object on behalf of Boxworth.
6.
Cycle Path

Mike B reported that after missing out on the first tranche of funds he is hopeful that we will be successful when a second tranche of money is made available in spring. Local support letters will be needed in due course.
7.
Planning

Roger Morley reported that there has been a Class Q application for New Barns (on track to Conington) to be converted into 3 dwellings. Class Q development must be finished within 3 years of granting permission.
Solicitors are continuing to search for a nephew of the deceased owner of the Chicken Farm. 

The Services have plans for a drive through Starbucks and eventually the lorries will be driving in and out through different entrances! Roger and his committee were thanked.
8.
Village Hall Committee
Janet King read a report on behalf of Ann Pinkney. As reported at the last meeting the Bonfire party will take place on 7th November, but the committee have decided not to organise a Quiz Night due to the difficulty in keeping the event Covid safe. Donna Andrews was thanked for cleaning the hall and William Hellyer for keeping the garden neat and tidy. Janet K has taken on organising for a village defibrillator. Ann P is retiring as Chair of the Village Hall Committee and as none of the existing committee members feel able to take on the role a new Chair is being sought. A message will be sent out on the village email, WhatsApp and Facebook groups to appeal for volunteers.
A massive thank you to Ann P for many years of sterling service. 

9.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Chris Howlett reported that the last 6 months have been very quiet with just one incident of a generator cable being stolen. Chris emails security information to everyone on the Neighbourhood Watch email list with most of the communication about cybercrime. John W thanked Chris all his work as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
10. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that the Village Hall path is planned to be repaired at the end of October. A few other minor issues have been rectified. John thanked Matthew for his help.
11.
Finance

Financial Report & Forecast Year 2021/22

The RFO gave a summary of the current financial position. The Covid grant of £10000 last year meant that we entered 21/22 with reserves of £14400. The decision was taken to forego the normal £2500 precept which meant, with the Village Hall shut and events largely cancelled, income will be minimal this year. With significant expenditure of £8500, comprising a mixture of capital (shed/gazebo/defibrillator) and maintenance (path/parking area), the parish will end the year with more normal reserves of £6000.

This level of reserves places the parish in a healthy position and, whilst higher than the £3000 that the parish would normally aspire to, is sensible given that there may well be abnormal expenditure resulting from the proposed cycle path.

The Expenditure Authorisation agreed in June covered all costs incurred in the last four months.

Budget and Precept for the Year Starting April 2022
The RFO outlined that normal routine maintenance costs are basically covered by the normal precept and the income from village events provides a surplus of around £1000. With a normal precept of £2500 and income from activity at the village hall of £1300 this will leave a surplus of around £1000. Given that there is still a risk of reduced income if there is a covid flare-up then it would be prudent to reinstitute the precept for the coming year

The RFO proposed a precept for 22/23 of £2500, which was seconded by Martin Everett and agreed by the meeting.

Expenditure Authorisation

The RFO read a list of agreed expenditure totalling £8200 before April 2022. The meeting agreed the sums proposed and the chair signed the list.

12.
County Councillor’s Report

Mandy Smith encouraged people to contact her. Money is available to help with flooding issues. The meeting highlighted the various missing and broken signs and the poor signage at the Services roundabout. Mandy S will report these issues. John W thanked Mandy S for her help.

13.
District Councillors’ report

Nick Wright reported that the Local Plan has just been reviewed. 49,000 houses will be built in the district before 2035. That is 9,000 more than the Government has asked for. Most will be built in the already identified sites e.g. Waterbeach, Bourn Airfield, West Cambourne and Marshalls Airfield in Cambridge. There is no change to Boxworth, it is still and infill only village. 

Nick W stressed that EWR is not in the Local Plan. The project is being driven by No. 10 and is outside the normal processes. Houses need to be built to pay for the EWR scheme. Nick believes the 10,000-house estimate is low. The Director of Planning thinks that 24,000 + houses will be built around Cambourne (5x the existing Cambourne!) We should all be aware! John W thanked Nick W and Mark Howell for all their efforts on our behalf.
14.
Any Other Business

Geoff Clark from Knapwell has asked for opinions on the Childerley Festival. Many in the village did not know about the event as all the advertising was on social media. 30,000 people attended over 5 days. Those that went enjoyed it and commented that it was very well policed. It will take place again on 2 consecutive weekends in June 2022.

Martin Jenkins reminded the meeting that free trees are on offer from South Cambs Council. 
John W and Amanda East were thanked. 
15. 
Date of Next Meeting
26th April 2022
