BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

General Meeting held on Tuesday 16th October 2018
At the Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
29
Apologies
Mike Barnard, Sandra Dry, Denise Warren, Mitch and Maria Goldberg, Sarah Cook and Janet King.
John Witherow opened the meeting with a special welcome to our Councillors Mandy Smith and Nick Wright. He also welcomed Bob Pettifor our A14 Stakeholder 

1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.

These had been circulated and were unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
2.
Matters Arising


Dog bins – in progress. Nick Wright will follow up.

Website – Ed Swindell is working on this.

3.
District Councillors’ report


Nick Wright reported that the 5 year Local Plan has finally been ratified after 4.5 years of inspection! The Local Plan protects the Green Belt around Cambridge that stretches nearly as far as Boxworth. Boxworth is an infill only village with a very tight Village Envelope so development is very restricted. There is an opportunity to change the Village Envelope through a Neighbourhood Plan. Nick encourages all villages to write a Neighbourhood Plan. By 2032 it is expected there will be 22,000 extra jobs in the area requiring 19,500 extra homes. Most of these homes already have planning permission with only 5,000 left to identify. There are also several infrastructure proposals including a driverless bus linking St Neots to Cambridge to Haverhill; an Oxford to Cambridge road expressway and railway with possibly linking St Neots, Cambourne and Cambridge North. The X3 Papworth to Huntingdon bus route has been saved. 
John Witherow thanked Nick for his support.
4.
A 14

Bob Pettifor gave an update on the A14 works. The construction of 2 road bridges at Bar Hill has gone very smoothly. The Welly walk from Ermine Street to Swavesey was a great success. At the end of October the new Boxworth/Swavesey Bridge will be opened with the old one taken down over the weekend of 10th November 2018. Much of the hardcore from this demolition will be reused. The new bridge has a footpath but a new footbridge from Buckingway Business Park to the Services will be built at the end of the project. The Borrow Pits are being filled in but will be mothballed until spring. There was a request for the road cleaning to be improved. Bob will ask for the road sweepers to step up the cleaning. A no HGV sign was requested for the Knapwell Road. The project is on time and budget with a contractual completion date of March 2020. Harvey Binnie wants to know the actual date. Bob will give this information to John W. Ed King thanked Bob and his team for keeping everyone informed.
Bob Pettifor is happy to be contacted if there are any concerns about the A14 works. bob.pettipher@thea14.com mobile:  07799 435589.
5.
Road Watch

John W reported that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) seems to be working. About 10% of the cars going through the village are speeding. On a weekday about 1,200 vehicles drive through, on a Saturday it is around 800 but on the Saturday the Bar Hill Bridges were constructed 6,500 vehicles came through!
6.
Planning


Roger Morley reported that 4 new applications had been filed. There were no objections for a loft conversion at 7 Segraves; internal alterations at Birds Pastures Farm and new windows at Cuckoo Pastures Farm. An application for an extension at 2 Samson’s Cottages was withdrawn.
 John W thanked Roger and his committee for all their efforts.

7.
Village Envelope

There was discussion about enlarging the village envelope to allow a limited increase in housing. It was proposed by Martin Everett and seconded by Roger Morley that the Planning Committee looks at a small expansion of the envelope.  For  - 12, Against – 5, Abstained  - 1. The committee will investigate and report back at the next meeting.
8.
Finance

Financial Report & Forecast Year Starting April 2018

The RFO gave a summary of the current financial position. The forecast for the year-end is to have a cash surplus of around £4200 compared to a closing position last year of £9728. The reduction in reserves is explained by the £7000 cost of decorating the interior and exterior of the Village Hall. This is a one-off expense, which will not be repeated, in the foreseeable future. The reserves of £4200 are still above the £3000 level that the parish would normally aspire to and places the parish in a healthy financial position.

The Expenditure Authorisation agreed in April covered all costs incurred in the last six months.

Budget and Precept for the Year Starting April 2019

The RFO gave an overview of the expected routine maintenance for the next year for the Parish and Hall, which totals £2285 against a normal precept of £2500. In addition to this precept various events organised by The Village Hall Management Committee means we should generate a surplus of around £1,200 to be used on elective expenditure.

The RFO reported that the current precept is set at £2,500 and recommended that, given the level of reserves and the projects proposed, this be retained. This was seconded by Matthew Lester and agreed by the meeting.

Audit Feedback 2017/18

The RFO confirmed that the audit was closed satisfactorily. Details were placed on the village noticeboard as required. 

Expenditure Authorisation

The RFO read a list of agreed expenditure totalling £9300 before April next year. The meeting agreed the sums proposed and the chair signed the list.

John W thanked Mike for his hard work.
9.
Policies


It was thought that these might be needed for any grant application that might be made. The Cycle Path feasibility study did not need them. There are no policies in place at the moment.
10.
Village Hall Committee


Ann Pinkney reported that the new Yoga class is going well so too is the Saturday Chess Club. About 10 children attend and everyone is welcome. Ann gave a big thank you to William Hellyer for looking after the garden and to Donna Andrews for cleaning the hall. The decorating works have started with most of the external work completed and the internal works to follow. John W thanked Ann and her committee for all their efforts.
11.
Neighbourhood Watch Report


Chris Howlett reported that the last 6 months had been fairly quiet. There has been some damage done to the Church door and some car number plates have been stolen in the village. Cyber crime is one of the most under reported crimes. Chris urged everyone to protect themselves online with passwords and to turn off Wi-Fi when it is not being used. Chris is working with the local police as a Cyber Ambassador and will pass on information to keep people aware. John W thanked Chris H and Sandra Dry for all their good work as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators.
12. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that he had checked the Village Risk Assessments and there were a couple of minor matters that are being dealt with by the Village Hall Committee. John thanked Matthew.
Amanda East reported that we are being encouraged to have a Village Emergency Plan that will include a telephone tree. The majority of the meeting was in favour of a telephone number tree to be kept in the village so Amanda will email and flyer everyone to get phone numbers.
13.
Bus Service to the Village and cycle path plus County Councillor’s report

 Mandy Smith lives in Fen Drayton and she encouraged people to contact her directly if they need her help or advice. mandy.smith@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
Mandy reported that the County Council subsidizes the bus service and it is guaranteed until the end of March 2019. Meanwhile a bus service review is being carried out. Much work is being done on the proposed cycle path. The brief is complete and the Engineering Constraints Plan is progressing. The meeting indicated that it was still in favour of the cycle path but did not want to loose any more hedgerows.

John W thanked Mandy for her help and support.

14.
Proposed Oxford to Cambridge Train Route


The Chair of Elsworth Parish Council has written to Boxworth asking for support in opposing the plans for the Oxford to Cambridge Train Route. The meeting decided that more information was needed.
15.
Any Other Business


A group of local Councils is trying to push for an improvement to the A14 Girton Junction. This has been looked at and has been deemed to be too expensive and therefore is not included in the current A14 works.
John thanked Judith Witherow for the refreshments. He also thanked everyone who does things in the village with particular thanks to Stephen Pink for mowing the Village Green.
16. 
Date of Next Meeting


This was arranged for Tuesday 16th April 2019 at 7.30pm
