BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 16th April 2019
At the Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
29
Apologies
Sandra Dry, Warren East, Mitch and Maria Goldberg, Val Barnard and Bujar Mani PCSO.
John Witherow welcomed Bob Pettifor and John Akester from the A14 Team and Councillors Nick Wright and Mark Howell.
1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.

These had been circulated and were unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
2.
Matters Arising


Dog Bins
Nick Wright reported that he had sent an email and he expects it to be sorted by the next meeting.

3.
Election of Officers


 The committee was unanimously re-elected with Chairman - John Witherow, proposed Martin Everett, seconded Roger Morley; Vice Chair and RFO – Mike Barnard, proposed Denise Warren, seconded Martin Everett; Clerk – Amanda East, proposed Sara Mansey, seconded Val Binnie; Internal Auditor – Chris O’Connor, proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Mike Barnard; Health and Safety Officer – Matthew Lester, proposed Harriet Everett, seconded Roger Morley.
4.
A14 update

Bob Pettifor has been the A14 Stakeholder Manager for the Swavesey to Milton Section for the last 4 years and he is about to retire. He introduced John Akester who is taking over the role. John reported that the Swavesey junction and the Bar Hill junction would be changing over the next few months with the old Bar Hill bridge being removed in late June. The Swavesey Junction including the local road is due for completion in March 2020. There will also be a non-motorized vehicle (NMU) bridge giving access to the Cambridge Services from the Buckingway Industrial estate. It will be clarified as to whether the proposed Boxworth Cycle path links straight into the NMU bridge. The borrow pits are being restored to farmland. The Huntingdon viaduct will come down at the end of the A14 project. There has been an application to change the A14 into a motorway. There was a request for a sign to prevent HGVs travelling through Conington – John will look into this.
John Witherow thanked Bob and John for their time and useful updates. He gave particular thanks to Bob and wished him the best of luck in retirement.
5.
Planning and Village Envelope

Roger Morley reported that 4 planning applications had been received since the last meeting; a change of use at Bird’s Pastures Farm; a rear extension at 2 Samson’s Cottages; renovation of Church Farm Barn; a glasshouse at ADAS. The Planning Committee had no objections to any of these applications. The current members of the planning committee are Roger Morley – Chair, Mike Barnard, John Witherow, Denise Warren, Harvey Binnie, Sarah Cook, Martin Everett, Jonathan Clapp and Fiona Glickman. 
Roger also reported that the Planning Committee had investigated extending the Village Envelope. He reiterated that Boxworth is an infill only village so any planning projects outside this envelope will be refused unless there is a very good reason. There was a very long discussion about the pros and cons of changing the Village Envelope. Both the Councillors present advocated that the best way to change the envelope is to do a Neighbourhood Plan. There is a clear process for establishing a Neighbourhood Plan, which is a great deal of work. This has been discussed a number of times at Village Meetings and been rejected. It was unanimously agreed that the meeting did not want to start creating a Neighbourhood Plan and hence the Village Envelope will be left as it is. 

John thanked Roger and the planning committee for all their work.
6.
Village Hall Committee
Ann Pinkney reported that The Village Hall committee meeting had recently taken place and the following members were re-elected: Ann Pinkney – Chair, Donna Glover  - Secretary, Katherine Mills – Booking Clerk and Treasurer, Helena Srouji, Matthew Lester, Helen Rainey and Amanda East. The committee has welcomed Bernie Haywood who has kindly agreed to join. The hall is receiving a steady rental income from the aerobics group, the yoga group and from private functions. The Chess Club, which is held every other Saturday in the hall, is a great success with an average attendance of 10 children. If anyone else would like to attend please contact Helena Srouji (details on the noticeboard). The Lunch Club is still going strong and enjoyed by all who attend. The Village Hall inside redecoration and external sign writing is now complete. The garden has also been tidied up and many thanks to William Hellyer for his continued voluntary support in maintaining the garden. Thank you too to Donna Andrews for cleaning the hall once a month. Whole boxes of books have been going missing from the phone box library. They have been replaced so please continue to use the service as before. To put people off stealing the books in the future they will be stamped as being the property of Boxworth Parish! John thanked Ann and her committee for all their good work.

7.
Neighbourhood Watch

Chris Howlett reported that there had been one break-in at the Manor House workshops – nothing was stolen. Chris has been sending out information to the email list on Internet, phone and letter fraud. Over a third of all reported crime is fraud so please be careful. Chris will continue to post advice as he becomes aware so please let him know if you want to join the Neighbourhood Watch email list. John thanked Chris for his good work. Sandra Dry had informed John that she wished to stand down from being a Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator. John gave her great thanks for her very long service.
8.
Health and Safety


Matthew Lester said that there was nothing significant to report. The annual risk assessment of the Village Hall identified some failed lights, which will be replaced with LED ones. The annual PAT testing will be carried out soon. John thanked Matthew.
9.
Cycle Path Update


Mike Barnard reported that the feasibility study has been completed. It has identified a route on the western side of the Boxworth Road linking Boxworth with the Cambridge Services. It is likely to cost £300,000 - £400,000. The funding has not been applied for but it is understood that the A14 legacy funding is available so a proposal will have to be put forward. The Parish will not be liable for any costs. There will also be a cycle path next to the local road all the way into Cambridge. There was a request to not remove any more hedges from Boxworth Road. Mike was thanked for all his work on this issue.
10.
Website

Nothing has happened with the website. There is a Boxworth Facebook page that has much more information.
11.
Rubbish


John Witherow suggested that rather than have a rubbish pick day it would be better for the village to be divided up and individuals to volunteer to clear rubbish from their allocated area. The volunteers were: Rob Witherow, Fiona Glickman, Denise Warren, Alison Baker, Nick Wright, Mark Howell, Roger Morley, Amanda East, Mike Barnard, Sarah Cook, Harvey Binnie, Judith Witherow, Harriet Everett and Sara Mansey. Thank you to the volunteers. They will be informed of their area in due course.
12.
Approval of Governance Statement

The RFO read out the governance statement and proposed that the meeting adopt the statement. This was seconded by Matthew Lester and agreed unanimously by the meeting.

13.
Financial Matters

13.1
Adoption of Accounts for 2018/19

The RFO proposed the accounts for 2018/19. These showed a deficit of £4415 in line with forecast, with the re-decoration of the village hall being the reason. Chris O’Connor had audited the accounts internally. Matthew Lester seconded the adoption of the accounts and these were unanimously agreed by the meeting.

13.2
Forecast Financial Position

The RFO explained that at March 2017 the parish had reserves of £13,600 the size of which was causing problems for the auditors. Over the last two years this surplus has been reduced to £5300 as at April 2019. This was achieved by the purchase of a Speed Identification Device in 2017 and the re-decoration of the Village Hall in 2018. These were one-off expenses and the projected budget for 2019/20 shows that income and expenditure will be more in line, with a small surplus.

13.3
Expenditure Authorisation up to October 2019

The RFO read out a list of expenditure that would be incurred by October 2019 totalling £3131. This was agreed by the meeting and the list signed by the Chairman.

John thanked Mike and Chris for looking after the village finances.
14. 
County Councillor’s Report

Mandy Smith was not at the meeting so there was no report.
15.
District Councillors’ Report

Nick Wright and Mark Howell reported that the LibDems are now in the majority in the Council so there are some major changes taking place to the administration. They are proposing that the Council is green to the core with a push to make new developments carbon neutral. They also want to increase recycling. South Cambs Council and City Council have a joint planning department. It is expected that there will considerable housing growth in the area particularly if the proposed Oxford /Cambridge railway goes ahead. The government has announced that the railway will be funded by extra housing, approx. 70,000 along the route clustered around the stations. Bassingbourn or Cambourne are suggested stations in this area. John thanked Nick and Mark for their support.
 16.
Any Other Business

SID John Witherow reported that the Speed Indicator Device is making a positive impact but 9-10% of vehicles are still speeding through the village. John moves the position of the SID every month. John has the recorded data if anyone wants to see it.

15.
Date of next meeting

Tuesday 15th October 2019 at 7.30pm in Boxworth Village Hall.
Thank you to Judith Witherow for the refreshments
