BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

General Meeting held on Tuesday 15th October 2019
At the Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
32
Apologies
Vanessa Fairhead, Stephen Pink, Geoff Dodgson, Alison Baker, Ed King and Mark Howell.
John Witherow opened the meeting with a welcome to our Councillors Mandy Smith and Nick Wright and also our A14 Stakeholder Manager John Akester and his colleague Phil Vass
1.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.

These had been circulated and were unanimously agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
2.
Matters Arising


Litter Picking- A map will be circulated indicating the areas in the village that each volunteer is responsible for clearing of litter. Thank you to the 17 volunteers.

Dog bins – Nick Wright is still chasing.
3.
District Councillors’ report


Nick Wright reported that several projects are in consultation. The Councillors are pressing for a new junction onto the A428 for the Bourn Airfield development and highways are looking carefully at traffic flow. A Cambourne to Cambridge guided bus way is being considered. There are 2 possible routes: along the old A428 or around Coton.  John Witherow thanked Nick for his support and wished him luck with the dog bins.
4.
Road Watch

Dave McCandless and Andy Smith from Community and Road Watch UK reported that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) that is moved around the village every month by John Witherow has caused a reduction in speeding in the village but they believe Boxworth still has a speeding problem. The Boxworth SID Data are on the Community Road Watch website roadwatch.org.uk. They recommended that to reduce speeding further a Speed Watch programme is needed. The SID can now be used for Speed Watch to record the speeds and inform the police who will then send letters to the culprits. The police should also be encourage to use True Cam devices to catch speeding vehicles. Dave suggested that Boxworth should set up a sub-committee to look into a 3-5 year Road Safety Plan. He offered to join the committee as a coopted member. 
John thanked Dave and Andy for their report and their time.

5.
A14 Update

John Akester has been Boxworth’s A14 Stakeholder Manager since March 2019. Phil Vass is part of the construction team. John reported that there had been tangible progress with changes to the exit slip road on the westbound carriageway at the Swavesey junction. The team is trying to keep everyone informed with weekly emails, maps and drone footage. The works coming up include more exit changes, a second Bar Hill bridge and a Lolworth bridge. Some night road closures will be required. The project is still on time and budget. The Boxworth borrow pits are being filled in and returned to agricultural land. There is a landscape plan with some planting already taking place. The planting will not be complete until winter 2020. The main compound will remain until the end of the project and then it will be put back to agricultural land. The road will be completely resurfaced from Boxworth to the Services.
The meeting raised concerns on a number of issues including poor signage causing accidents, lorries driving through the village at night, mud on the Boxworth road and the very dangerous Bar Hill slip road. John encouraged emails to be sent to him if there are concerns John.Akester@thea14.com
John W thanked John and Phil.
6.
Planning


Roger Morley was not at the meeting but he sent a report. There has been one approved planning application for the Church Farm barn. An application is about to be submitted to install rising bollards at Bird’s Pastures Farm at the top of Battlegate Road to prevent vehicles using it as a cut though to the A428. 
 John W thanked the planning committee for all their efforts.

7.
Village Play Area

Mike Barnard reported that a play area had been looked into in 2014 and on that occasion it was felt that as all the children in the village had gardens there was no need. The Village Green opposite the pub was identified as the only potential place available which was considered unsafe for children. The Council indicated that grants are available for the construction of playgrounds but the on going maintenance and insurance then become the responsibility of the village. Maria Goldberg has spoken to the Council. They concluded that the Village Green is unsuitable for a playground so some land needs to be gifted. There was little enthusiasm in the meeting for the idea. 

8.
Finance
Financial Report & Forecast Year 2019/20

The RFO gave a summary of the current financial position. Over the last two years the surplus of £13,600 has been reduced to £5300 largely due to expenditure on the speed indication device and the complete redecoration of the village hall. This year, 2019/20, the level of expenditure has reduced to £3400 leading to a projected surplus for the year of £444 and thus we will carry an overall surplus of £5760 into next year.

This level of reserves places the parish in a healthy position and, whilst higher than the £3000 that the parish would normally aspire to, is sensible given that there may well be abnormal expenditure resulting from the proposed cycle path.

The Expenditure Authorisation agreed in April covered all costs incurred in the last six months apart from the repainting of the phone box, which cost £560.

Budget and Precept for the Year Starting April 2020

The RFO gave an overview of the expected routine maintenance for the coming year for both the Parish and the Village Hall, which totals £2800. With a normal precept of £2500 and income from activity at the village hall of £1300 this will leave a surplus of £1005 increasing reserves to £6762.

The RFO proposed a precept for 20/21 of £2500, which was seconded by Matthew Lester and agreed by the meeting.

Expenditure Authorisation

The RFO read a list of agreed expenditure totalling £3300 before April 2020. Following the health and safety review an additional £500 was added to the village hall maintenance allocation to repair the path to the village hall, which represented a tripping hazard. The meeting agreed the sums proposed and the chair signed the list.

9.
Village Hall Committee


Ann Pinkney reported that there are regular Yoga and Aerobics classes. Chess Club is on a break but will be back. The lunch club continues and is enjoyed by all who attend. Ann gave a big thank you to William Hellyer for looking after the garden and to Donna Andrews for cleaning the hall. A flyer with details of the Bonfire Party, Quiz Night and Children’s Christmas has been sent to everyone in the village. A request was made for the Village Hall path to be improved. John W thanked Ann and her committee for all their efforts.
10.
Neighbourhood Watch Report


Chris Howlett reported that the last 6 months had been very quiet with just one farm building break-in. Chris emails security information to everyone on the Neighbourhood Watch email list. The police are recommending better shed security including alarms. John W thanked Chris all his work as Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
11. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that he had carried out the annual inspection, which has resulted in improved security lights on the Village Hall and the Hall path needing attention. John thanked Matthew.
12.
County Councillor’s report

 Mandy Smith lives in Fen Drayton and she encouraged people to contact her directly if they need her help or advice. mandy.smith@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
The cycle path is on going. Anyone interested in a Warden Scheme set up by Age UK should contact Mandy. The County Council are funding free 20-30 minute NHS health checks so if interested please contact your GP. The Council is looking for more adoption families. John W thanked Mandy for her help and support.

13.
Any Other Business


Elsworth School – They sent a letter thanking the village for the donation.


Scams Champion – Ann Pinkney can help if anyone is worried about scams.


Defibrillator – There is one at ADAS. The location of the nearest defibrillator and the code can be found by calling 999. Bernie Haywood offered to look into having another defibrillator in the village. She will report back at the next meeting. 
John thanked Judith Witherow for the refreshments. He also thanked everyone who does things in the village. 
14. 
Date of Next Meeting


This was arranged for Tuesday 21st April 2020 at 7.30pm.
