2020 Boxworth Village Reports


Village Hall - Ann Pinkney

The committee members still remain as Ann Pinkney (chair), Donna Glover
(secretary), Katherine Mills (treasurer and booking clerk), Amanda East,
Matthew Lester, Janet King, Helen Rainey and Helena Srouji.  As we have been
unable to have a Parish meeting to vote the members in as we usually do in
April, we have carried them forward.  Sadly Bernadette Haywood has now
decided to step down, but we would like to thank her for all of her past
contributions.  

I have been in constant contact throughout the Pandemic with ACRE who have
been extremely helpful in updating us with the government guidelines of hall
reopening etc.
As such, the committee held a socially distanced stand up meeting to
familiarise ourselves with the setting again, completed a risk assessment
and compiled a "Reopening after Covid Guidelines" document.  The hall now
has posters stating hall user requirements for facemasks, social distancing
and cleanliness, an antibac station (and when this should be used) and an
area for 3-day decontamination of any hired equipment.  The hall was deep
cleaned on 23/09/20 and will be cleaned each month thereafter.  Anyone
hiring the hall would need to adhere to our Covid Guidelines Document and
Risk Assessment and must take full responsibility for track and trace.  In
the event we were contacted by track and trace the hall would be deep
cleaned again.

We have been contacted by the yoga and fitness instructors who may be
considering adapting their classes so they may resume in the future.  The
council also want to hire the hall for next year’s polling station.

With regard to the finances we were able to secure a utility payment holiday
during the lockdown period, which was helpful.  We also managed to secure
£10000 from the small business grant fund.

We have taken the decision not to organise any events such as quiz night,
bonfire and children’s Christmas party this year as we felt it would prove
problematic with social distancing.  We have the intention of organising a
village party next year when it is deemed safe to do so for all of the
community.

If anyone would like to hire any equipment, it is currently possible and can
be done by contacting Katherine Mills (268065) or Ann Pinkney (267818).  This may be subject to change if guidelines are renewed.

Will Hellyer kindly continues with the upkeep of the outside space.

Our procedures are constantly renewed for the safety of our hall user
community and may I thank all committee members for their efforts.  May all
remain safe at this difficult time.
Health and Safety – Matthew Lester
[bookmark: _GoBack]The annual inspection has been carried out which again highlighted the need for the hall path to be repaired. A few village hall maintenance issues were spotted including repair of a window catch, securing an expansion tank and general cleaning after the hall being unused for months. An Asbestos survey has been done. There is no asbestos in the hall but a small amount very low risk was found outside behind the hall. All the issues mentioned above are being sorted.
Finance – Mike Barnard

The accounts for 2019/20 have been completed and signed off by Chris O’Connor in his position as the parish’s internal auditor. They have yet to be agreed by the parish, as we have not held a parish meeting. Normally this would be a concern as they are due in by July but the Government has allowed an extension due to the Covid situation.

2019/20 was a year where income and expenditure came back into line after a number of years where we reduced our reserves mainly due to repainting and other maintenance on the village hall. These one-off expenditures have now ceased and 2019/20 showed a surplus of £100. This brought our reserves to £5400 which is still slightly higher than we would wish. There were no significant expenditures other than those associated with the normal running of the Parish.

Our financial position has also improved as we received a £10,000 Covid grant from the Government. This will off-set the loss of income from the closure of the village hall and cancellation of the quiz night and bonfire night, which are the main fund raising events of the year. However our reserves will increase again by a further £8000.

Normally at the October meeting we would be agreeing the precept for the coming year. We normally set this at £2500 but given the £10,000 grant I would be proposing that this year, as a one-off, that we forego the precept altogether. No decision has to be made until January 2021.

The two elements of abnormal expenditure projected for the next six months are an asbestos survey on the village hall and removal of any asbestos found and the repair of the path leading to the village hall, which has been assessed as a health and safety risk. The total cost will be around £2000.

Planning – Roger Morley

I spoke recently with the solicitor dealing with the Chicken Farm, as we call it!  They have a grant to appoint new executors and when this happens the land will immediately go up for sale.  We do not know how long before the courts will approve this. Should be routine and solicitor has promised me a monthly up date. Two points to bear in mind, one what is the current planning permission, could be agricultural? And two the parish meeting voted not to extend the village envelope which this is outside!

Re: Extra Farm, I have had no response to my email effectively complaining that Highways did not research the history of the site. Change of use has been approved! 

My request for a No Through Road sign on Battlegate Road has not been acted upon.

Re: Solar Farm, Mike Barnard has agreed to handle this in view of his considerable knowledge and success re :Wind Farms. Mike has sent a highly detailed letter to the proposer explaining why the original request was denied and why the choice of the same site does not appear to be taking into account current government policy. 

Neighbourhood Watch – Chris Howlett

We have seen several incidents in the village in the last year, the most notable being the attempted break in at the old chicken Farm. Following reports of suspicious activity involving several men at the farm seen removing the copper roof, the police arrived and although they failed to apprehend the men, their vehicles were impounded. A good example of how vigilance can work to our benefit. There have been other reports of suspicious vehicles and activity in the village, and vehicle registrations have been passed into the police. Whilst I am not aware of any incidents resulting from these, it does help the police to build a picture of activity, and focus effort where activity is high so please continue to report such activity with vehicle registration where possible. Use 101 for suspicious activity, or 999 if an actual crime is in progress.

During Covid times there has been a noticeable increase in fraud, and neighbourhood watch is sending out awareness messaging to ensure everyone is sensitised to the fact. We are all probably spending more time (and money!) online, so be aware that all may not be as it seems. I would encourage you to use two-step verification on all accounts where possible as an extra security step, and ensure your security software is up to date where appropriate. 

Remember stay aware and stay safe

Village Volunteering – Amanda East

Many thanks to everyone in Boxworth that has helped friends and neighbours in the last 6 months. In March I asked for volunteers to help provide support to those in the village that might need help during Covid lockdown. Over 50 of you stepped up and volunteered which was fantastic. Happily I had many more volunteers than people calling for support but I know that a great deal of supportive activity has been happening including shopping, harvest box deliveries, prescription deliveries, calling for a friendly chat etc. As we go into our second lockdown without the benefit of glorious weather please continue to lookout for your neighbours and if anyone would like specific support please contact me. (267298 amanda@boxwortheasts.net)
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