BOXWORTH PARISH MEETING MINUTES

Annual General Meeting held on Tuesday 15th April 2025
At Boxworth Village Hall commencing 7.30pm

Chairman: 
John Witherow
Present:
31
John Witherow opened the meeting by welcoming our Councillors Mandy Smith and Peter Sandford, Revd. Nigel Di Castiglione and Revd. Geoff Dodgson.
John reminded the meeting that Boxworth had sadly lost 2 longstanding residents. Les Gawn and Roy Church. Les was very involved in village life and willing gave his expertise to the Church and Village Hall. Roy had lived in Boxworth since childhood and was a great character. Condolences to both Val Gawn and Val Church and their families.

Val and Harvey Binnie had recently moved away after over 30 years. They were thanked for all their involvement in the village with Harvey acting as Parish Meeting Chair for 14 years and much of that time being Clerk too.
John congratulated Warren East on his recent knighthood.

1.
Apologies
Vanessa Fairhead, Carole Byers, Ali and Simon Marchant, Ed King and Martin Jenkins.
2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting.
The minutes of the meeting held on 15th October 2024 had been circulated.  They were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
3.
Matters Arising

Solar Farm – Amanda East declared an interest. One of the fields for this development is owned by the Easts. Amanda reported that the project is slowly progressing with some trackway recently constructed. It is hoped that the grid connection will be confirmed very soon, and further construction will take place next year.

Website – Nick Byers reported that the Boxworth Parish website is now live BoxworthParish.gov.uk. Many thanks to Jo Anslow and Nick B for all their work.

4.
Election of Officers

As there were no other nominations the committee was re-elected with Chair - John Witherow, proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Serena O’Connor / unanimous; Vice Chair - Philip Rainey, proposed Martin Everett, seconded Nick Byers / unanimous; RFO – Nick Byers, proposed Mathew Lester, seconded Jo Anslow / unanimous; Clerk – Amanda East, proposed Serena O’Connor, seconded Philip Rainey / unanimous; Internal Auditor – Chris O’Connor, proposed Nick Byers, seconded Maxine Lester / unanimous; Health and Safety Officer – Matthew Lester, proposed Nick Turton, seconded Warren East / unanimous. John W thanked all the officers and everyone else who helps in the village.
5.
Lorry Parking
John W welcomed Simon Burgin, Road Safety Manager, Cambridgeshire County Council. Simon reported that the fundamental problem with the lorries parking on the roundabout is lack of space at the Lorry Park and that the Police do not view this as a safety issue. Unfortunately, the Council have no powers of enforcement. They are very aware of the problem, but the lack of lorry parking space is a national issue that National Highways need to resolve! 

The meeting asked for the weight restriction sign to be replaced and for much better signage on the roundabouts. The Council will investigate these suggestions. John thanked Simon for taking the time to talk to the meeting.
6.
East West Rail
Councillor Peter Sandford reported that he has heard very little about the project although the Government seems committed with investigative work being done. New consultation groups have been set up, but no meetings have taken place!
7.
Planning
Sarah Cook is standing down as Chair of the Planning Committee and Nick Turton is Acting Chair. Nick reported that there were no live planning applications in the village. John W thanked the Planning Committee for their work.
8.
Village Hall Committee 
Nick Turton thanked the committee for a good year. He asked for the committee of himself as Chair, Janet King, Matthew Lester, Maxine Lester, Amanda East, Helen Rainey, Jo Anslow and Robert Witherow to be re-elected. Proposed by Nick Turton and seconded by Chris O’Connor / unanimous.
2 events had taken place since the last meeting. The Bonfire Party was a great success and massive thanks to Dougal and his ‘firework team’. Quiz night in December was also greatly enjoyed.
The hall is being well used with Mojo training using the hall 3 times per week. The monthly coffee mornings are well attended – more volunteers to run these mornings are needed. Please contact a member of the committee if you are able to help.

3 events are planned, please sign up for them on the Village Hall website. 5th May 3-5 VE Day Strawberries and Cream Tea ,Free admission; 2nd November Bonfire Party, £8 Adults, £3 Child; 5th December Quiz Night with fish and chips £17.50.

The meeting unanimously agreed to an expenditure of £2,500 for internal redecoration of the Hall. All the photos will be removed. A discussion followed about how and where to keep them for local history purposes.
John W thanked Nick and his committee for all their good works.
9.
Church Report
Revd. Nigel Di Castiglione thanked everyone in the village for the support of the Church. In Boxworth there are 3 services a month plus weddings, baptisms and funerals. Chris O’Connor and Simon Marchant are the Churchwardens. Chris has secured some sizable grants which together with generous donations from the village will allow for significant Church maintenance to take place in late summer. Nigel thanked Martin Everett for 20 years of organising the wonderful Carol Service. The 25th Anniversary of the Papworth Team Ministry will be celebrated on Sunday 29th June in St Peter’s Church Boxworth followed by lunch in the Church Farm Barn. This will be Nigel’s last Sunday service in the village before he retires in July.
John W thanked Nigel for looking after the village spiritually and wished him and Annie all the best for the future.

10.
Elsworth School Report
Alan Mansey thanked the meeting for the £250 donation. The school is very grateful. It is a happy place and doing well.
John thanked Alan for everything he does as a school governor.
11.
Neighbourhood Watch Report
Chris Howlett reported that happily the village is being neglected by the criminals at the moment hence he had nothing to report. John W thanked Chris for continuing as our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator.
12. 
Health and Safety
Matthew Lester reported that the Health and Safety Risk Assessment had been carried out in the Autumn. Most of the actions have been done with the remainder in hand. John thanked Matthew for looking after the Village Health and Safety issues.
13. Approval of Governance Statement 
The RFO explained the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) that has to be completed each year, and which comprises 4 elements:

· Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement (this agenda item).

· Section 2 – Accounting Statements (see next agenda item below).

· Annual Internal Audit Report – which has been undertaken and signed off by Chris O’Connor.

· Certificate of Exemption – which we have to return to the external auditor before the end of June 2025. Because we have a turnover of <£25k, this certificate exempts us from having our accounts externally audited, unless the external auditor decides that they really want to.

Section 1 of the AGAR is our declaration as a Parish Meeting that we have in place a sound system of internal control of our finances. It lists 8 assertions that are considered to indicate whether that is the case.

As in previous years, we believe that we can demonstrate good compliance against each of these assertions, so we’ve responded ‘yes’ to each one. Any member of the parish is welcome to discuss our accounting processes with the RFO and other members of the parish committee.

The RFO therefore proposed that the meeting approved the Annual Governance Statement for 2024/25. Proposed Nick Byers, seconded Matthew Lester.
14. Financial Matters

14.1 Adoption of Accounts for 2024/25

The objective of this agenda item was to seek the meeting’s approval of Section 2 of the AGAR: Accounting Statements.

The RFO started by presenting the Boxworth Parish Accounts for 2024/25 summarising the income and expenditure for the last financial year, alongside figures for the 2 previous years for comparison:

· Income: Normal precept amount (£2500), very good income from hiring out the village hall, together with positive net income from events organised by the village hall committee, plus some interest earned on our deposit account.

· Parish Expenditure: consistent with previous years, new item was £258 for registration of boxworthparish.gov.uk, provision of committee email addresses, and new parish website.

· Village Hall Expenditure: 2 notable expenditure items were £455 for re-gravelling of the car-parking area, and £983 solicitor costs for transferring the title deeds for the village hall from the incumbent trustees to the official custodian.

· We started the year with an opening balance of £10,863 and ended the year with a closing balance of £12,832, generating a surplus of £1,969.

The RFO then presented AGAR Section 2 – Accounting Statements which summarises the opening balance for the year 2024/25, precept amount and other receipts, total payments, and closing balance.

Finally, it was proposed that the meeting should adopt the accounts for 2024/25 and approve the AGAR Certificate of Exemption. Proposed Matthew Lester, seconded Philip Rainey.
A copy of the fully signed AGAR will be displayed on the new website and the parish noticeboard in due course.


14.2 
Forecast Financial Position

The RFO presented the Boxworth Parish Budget for 2025/26 which shows the forecast financial position for the year to 31 March 2026, based on assumptions about income and expenditure over the next 12 months.

Key items highlighted were:

· Proposed increase in donations to Elsworth Primary School PTA, and Boxworth church PCC (£300 each).

· Maintenance/hosting of the parish website, domain name and email addresses by Parish Online (£380).

· Contribution to 2nd Speed Indication Device (£600). This was approved for payment in 2023/24, however Cambridge County Council have yet to provide an invoice despite being reminded. This budget item is therefore carried forward into the new financial year.

· Internal redecoration of the village hall (£2500).

· General maintenance, repairs and enhancements to the village hall and its inventory (£1000).

· Purchase of new chairs, previously approved in 2023/24 but not yet purchased

The planned expenditure will consume the projected income plus £4530 of our current reserves, leaving a closing balance of £8302 at the end of the financial year.


14.3 
Expenditure Authorisation up to October 2026

The proposed budget described above is a 12-month plan, which will be reviewed and updated as necessary in October at the next Parish Meeting.

The RFO proposed that the meeting approves the Parish Budget for 2025/26. Proposed Maxine Lester, seconded Serena O’Connor.
Many thanks to Nick Byers for his very thorough work and to Chris O’Connor carrying out the internal audit.

15.
County Councillor’s report

Mandy Smith reported that the 40mph speed restrictions on the local road to Huntingdon will be removed in the summer when the work should be finished! There is no progress on the cycle path although she has asked for the Extra Services to consider giving some funds. 
Mandy was thanked for her work on behalf of Boxworth.

16.
District Councillors’ report

Peter Sandford’s monthly reports are circulated via the village email, and they are posted on the new Parish website.

Peter reported that discussions are taking place around local government reorganisation and possibly merging South Cambs with the City – no decisions have been made.
The next phase of development at Cambourne is being looked at with the possibility of building towards Knapwell and Elsworth. These deliberations will inform the next Local Plan 

John thanked Peter for all his help and interest.
17.
Any Other Business

Thank you to Matthew L for organising the annual litter pick and to Helena and Ibrahim Srouji for providing splendid refreshments.

.

18.
Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 7.30pm in Boxworth Village Hall.

Judith Witherow was thanked for providing refreshments. 
